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Marsh Madness has
cleaned up 6.6 tons of
garbage from Glynn
County and Brunhswick.
Three more pick ups
are scheduled for this
week.
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PAC discusses
Island View
project, again
By Pamela Permar-
Shierling

Wesley Franks and Jona-
than Roberts of Roberts Civil
Engineering answered ques-
tions from Brunswick’s Plan-
ning and Appeals Commission
(PAC) members, and from
citizens about the proposed
Island View development
project at 3302 Glynn Avenue
during the PAC work session
last week (March 24).

The main concerns from the
public and the PAC have not
changed. However, Franks,
Roberts and Vassa Cate, who
is developing the project, an-
swered all the questions and
discussed the how’s and whys
of the project.

The main concerns are
traffic, storm water, density,
height of the buildings, park-
ing, landscaping, and trees.

Parking was one of the
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CRC hosts
second comp

plan meeting

By Matthew J. Permar

On Wednesday, March 22,
the Coastal Resources Com-
mission (CRC) hosted the
second of four stakeholder
meetings to discuss the Glynn
County Comprehensive Plan
update.

Under Georgia state law
counties must create a comp
plan and update it every five
years in order to qualify and
remain eligible for grants and
other state resources.

The stakeholders are a
large group of local people
representing a wide variety of
organizations and citizens in-
cluding: the Golden Isles De-
velopment Authority; Bruns-
wick Glynn Joint Water and
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Surfin’
the

]ekyll Island Publlc Safety Complex

.....

Above: The rendering of the
new Public Safety Complex.
Provided by the Jekyll Island
Authority

Right: Tossing the dirt at the
official ground breaking for
the Jekyll Island Public Safety
Complex are: (left to right)
Jekyll Island Fire Chief Dennis
Gailey, JIA Deputy Executive
Director Noel Jensen, JIA
Board Members Robert
Krueger, Bill Gross, and Chair
Dale Atkins, JIA Executive
Director Jones Hooks, JIA
Board Member Dr. Buster
Evans, Trooper Brandon Smith
and JIA Board Member Joe
Wilkinson.

Islander Staff Photo - Shierling

Jekyll breaks ground on newpubllc safety complex

The Jekyll Island Authority
(JIA) officially broke ground
on the new Public Safety Com-
plex last week (March 21).

The project, which was first
presented in the summer of
2019, has been adversely im-
pacted by inflation and sup-
ply chain issues that have in-
creased costs.

The JIA worked with Dabbs
Williams Construction, of
Statesboro, Ga., the contract-
ed firm overseeing construc-
tion, on value engineering to
get the project closer to the
original estimated budget.

By Pamela Permar-Shierling

The first budget estimate
to build the complex was $2.5
million, but it was determined
that amount would not meet
the project’s needs.

A year ago the JIA went
back to the state and asked
for $5.9 million which they re-
ceived. Then construction bids
came in much higher and the
JIA asked the state for anoth-
er $1.5 million.

The state included the addi-
tional $1.5 million in the 2023
supplemental appropriations
bill which has already been
signed by Gov. Brian Kemp.

The new facility will be ap-
proximately 19,700 sq. ft. and
cost an estimated $7.5 million.

Jekyll Island Fire / EMS,
Georgia State Patrol Post 35,
and an emergency operations
center to complement the
main EOC in Glynn County
during emergencies will be
housed in the complex.

The facility will also con-
sist of sleeping quarters, an
apparatus parking / bay area,
and functional areas includ-
ing a kitchen, offices, storage,
a common entry / lobby, and a
classroom area.

“We are looking forward to
beginning construction on the
long-awaited Public Safety
Complex and being able to pro-
vide our residents and guests
with a seamless emergency re-
sponse,” said JIA Deputy Ex-
ecutive Director, Noel Jensen.
“Being able to provide updated
living and working conditions
for our first responders is also
a principal goal and priority of
this project.”

The Complex will be located

Turn to Page 3
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Sewer Commission; the Weyerhaeus-
er Company; both the Mainland and
Island Planning Commissions; four
Glynn residents; the Jekyll Island Au-
thority; the Port Authority; Local Ag-
ricultural Interests; two County Com-
missioners; the Glynn Environmental
Coalition; Forward Brunswick; the
Board of Education; the Chamber of
Commerce and the Golden Isles Asso-
ciation of Realtors.

Part of the presentation put on
by the CRC’s Ian Kellett and Aaron
Carpenter included population projec-
tions for the county over the next 40
years.

With a current population of about
85,799, Kellett said Glynn’s popula-
tion will surpass 100,000 residents by
2050, an increase of 22.7%.

Kellett said, “The growth rate is ex-
pected to increase until 2030 and then
level off to around 0.5% a year.”

The consultants said that Glynn
county’s population has grown by
5,637 people in the last 10 years and
that another 20,000 people are pro-
jected to move to the Golden Isles dur-
ing the next 40 years, with the county
population exceeding 100,000 by 2050.

Glynn County Commission chair-
man Wayne Neal (Dist. 3) disagreed
and said he found it hard to believe
that 200 to 300 people a year will

move to the county by 2030.

Neal’s disagreement was in
part based on the estimated num-
ber of housing units planned for
construction.

Kellett said the numbers came
from the 2020 Census.

Realtor Sherrye Gibbs said people
don’t always participate in the Census
for whatever reason and so the data is
not necessarily reliable.

Kellett said the meeting was a dis-
cussion, not a debate and the goal of
the meetings, which are scheduled
through the fall, is to develop a plan
for the next five to 10 years.

There was also some discussion
about the lack of affordable housing
in the county.

It was stated that Brunswick’s
available housing shrunk by 298
units, while 409 additional homes are
on the unincorporated mainland and
1,648 homes have been built on the is-
lands for a net gain of 1,759 between
2011 and 2021, an increase of 4.4%.

According to the consultants, two
thirds of the occupied housing units
are owner-occupied, while the other
third is renters. This is slightly low-
er than the state average of 35.5%
renters.

Kellett said there are 8,690 hous-
ing units in the county, about half of
which are reserved for seasonal use.
Less than one quarter are currently
available to rent or sell.

Regarding housing costs, the con-
sultants said the typical home value
has increased by $166,000 over the
past 10 years, an 11.3% average an-
nual increase.

Rental costs have also increase
over the course of 2022, going up 12%
or roughly $180.

Neal said the Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center (FLETC) is one
of the reasons driving housing prices
for rent and sale.

Neal also said the county was slow
to recover from the downturn in the
housing economy in 2008. He said it
didn’t start to come back until 2015.

The consultants also talked about
“cost-burdened” households.

As defined by the federal Hous-
ing and Urban Development agency
(HUD), a “cost-burdened” household
has to spend between 30% and 50% of
their gross monthly income on hous-
ing related costs. “Severely cost-bur-
dened” households spend over 50%.

Running short on time, Kellett and
Carpenter recapped the key points re-
lating to housing:

® new housing units are struggling
to meet demand - over the past 10
years Glynn has added 1,759 units for
5,637 people and permitting for new
houses has not returned to pre-2008
levels;

e housing costs are rising faster
than incomes - typical housing costs
are above $1,600 for new leases and

mortgages;

e the majority of available housing
is large (3+ bedrooms) single family
units - two-thirds of households are
made up of 1 - 2 people, while only
30% of the housing units have two or
less bedrooms;

¢ approximately 3 in 10 households
are cost burdened - 45% of renters are
cost burdened, and 22% of homeown-
ers are cost burdened.

The CRC will hold the second ‘pub-
lic listening session’ during the First
Friday event in downtown Brunswick
on Friday, April 7. These are sessions
during which the public can voice any
ideas or concerns about the compre-
hensive plan to the consultants.

The next stakeholders meeting, the
third, will be at 1:00 in the afternoon
April 26, tentatively slated for the
Roosevelt Lawrence Center.

There will be a fourth in May.

There will be a second and third
‘public listening session’ in April and
June.

The plan will be drafted for review
in July, followed by two more public
listening sessions in August along
with another formal public hearing.

After those meetings the draft of
the document will be transmitted to
the Georgia Department of Commu-
nity Affairs for a 40 day review period.

The Glynn County Board of Com-
missioners is expecting to adopt the
plan in October.

CLASSIFIED ADS

MISCELLANEOUS

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k
OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Call
844-853-5357 (Hours: Mon-
Fri 7am-5pm PST)

or mail to P.O. Box 20539 St. Simons Island, Ga. 31522

Visa and Mastercard accepted

Dish Network: Only from Dish- 3-year TV Price

WANTED

Guarantee! 99% Signal Reliability, backed

Card. Call today! 1-866-369-1468

by guarantee. Includes Multi-Sport with NFL
Redzone. Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift

Get DIRECTV for $84.99/mo for 24 months
with CHOICE Package. NEW 2 YEAR PRICE
GUARANTEE. First 3 months of HBO Max,

TOP CAS$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbaker, Prairie
State, D'Angelico, Stromberg and Gibson
Mandolins/Banjos. Call 866-398-1867.

DONATE YOUR CARTO
CHARITY. Receive maximum

We don't knowingly accept advertisements
that discriminate, or intend to discriminate, on
any illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly accept
employment advertisements that are not bona-
fide job offers. All real estate advertisements
are subject to the fair housing act and we do not
accept advertising that is in violation of the law.
The law prohibits discrimination based on color,
religion, sex, national origin, handicap or familial
status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 3/26/23

CELLULAR

Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk,
text and data. No contract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service. Limited time offer — get
$50 off on any new account. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTHCARE

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-670-0481

Hiring personal care assistant/CNA/Home health
aid. Individuals who are compassionate and

are service oriented to care for others. Assist
with activities of daily living, including bathing,
dressing, toileting, running errands.

Flexible schedule

Time schedule 5 hours per day & $30 per hour.
Contact andycstrangegrading@gmail.com.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer - $500 Discount + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-
2151

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on SALE! Be one of
the first 50 callers and save $1,500! CALL 833-
928-4865 for a free in-home consultation.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. PLUS 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-735-0477.

Prepare for power outages today with a
GENERAC home standby generator

$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options

Request a FREE Quote * Call now before the
next power outage: 1-877-318-8496

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again!
Complete Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE.

$200 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 1-877-420-5722.

value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 866-994-1146.

PROBLEM CREDIT REPORT? Lexington Law
helps work to challenge inaccurate negative
items including: identity theft, collections, late
payments, liens, and more from your credit

report. Call for a free consultation 877-324-2388.

John C. Heath, Attorney at Law, PLLC, dba
Lexington Law Firm.

Moving Out of State? Licensed and insured,
full-service nationwide movers. Call now to get
a free, instant price quote on your next move.
1-866-590-6443

PETS

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up

to 100% back on Vet Bills? Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company has pet coverage that can
help! Call 1-877-361-1181 to get a free quote
or visit insurebarkmeow.com/gsc.

TVIINTERNET

FREE high speed internet for those that
qualify. Government program for recipients

of select programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet service. Bonus offer: Android tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-833-342-4633

Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and Epix included!
Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD
Power & Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. Call

PAYING TOP CASH for MEN'S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner

1-888-505-3785

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up
to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when
you make the switch. Call 1-833-917-3436

and Speedmaster. Call 866-398-1867.

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk,
high-end, totaled - it doesn’t matter! Get free
towing and same day cash! NEWER MODELS
too! Call 833-882-3437

The (slander - 912-265-9654

Out of County $50 / yr
or On Line Only - $30 / year

Subscribe today!

(nh County $40 / yr

YOUNCE TERMINIX, INC.

Locally Owned and Operated + Serving The Golden Isles Since 1960

- Rodent Control and Exclusion
- Wildlife Control
- Moisture Control

« GUARANTEED Monthly, Quarterly, or Once-A-Year Pest Control
- Georgia Wood Infestation Report for Refinancing and Sale of Property
« Termite Control with Renewable LIFETIME Protection

2305 Talmadge Avenue - P.O. Box 963 - Brunswick, GA 31521-0963

Finduson
Facebook

Call 265-1318
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