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BOC moves
forward with
Comp plan update

e Committee named

By Matthew J. Permar

Glynn County has until
October 31 to update, adopt
and send their Comprehen-
sive Plan (comp plan) to the
Georgia Dept. of Community
Affairs (DCA), a process they
are required to undertake ev-
ery five years.

The comp plan is required
by the state as part of being
and maintaining the DCA’s
‘Qualified Local Government
Status.” There are a number
of programs linked to the ‘Sta-
tus’ that provide: local govern-
ment assistance, community
and economic development,
and safe and affordable hous-
ing. These programs also in-
clude grants and other fund-
ing sources.

This time around the Glynn
County Board of Commission-
ers (BOC) has contracted with
the Coastal Regional Com-
mission (CRC), instead of a
private consulting firm, to up-
date the comp plan.

The CRC is made up of ten
member-counties, of which
Glynn is one, and operates un-
der the state DCA.

CRC Executive Director
Allen Burns and CRC GIS
Analyst Ian Kellett present-
ed their comp plan update to
the BOC during last week’s
(Tuesday, Jan. 17) called work
session.

Burns told the BOC that
the Oct. 31 deadline would be
here soon and they had set an
aggressive timetable to get the
work done.

“This comprehensive plan
will be your most important
document this year,” said
Burns, “and maybe for the
next five years. It sets the
tone for where Glynn County
is going. We will be directly in-
volved with you and your staff
and will keep you updated all
the way. There’s a lot of work
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Above: Hunter Anders of MarineCo,
a Brunswick marine contractor,
removes the old, deteriorated
weather vane (right photo) from
the top of the Welcome Center
at the Torras Causeway / Hwy.
17 intersection. A group of local
businesses and citizens have been §
renovating the historic building
which is nearing completion.
MarineCo owner Sandy Spell said,
“Celebrating 40 years of marine
construction in the Golden Isles, |
our company is happy to be able
to donate their time to help with the
restoration of the historical visitor's 2=
center.”

Photos by Michael Torras / Torras Foundation

City approves $250,000 to prevent homelessness
By Pamela Permar-Shierling

did approve the wuse of
$250,000 of American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) funds to use
in helping people remain in
their homes. $2,000 per fam-
ily will be allotted.

The city will partner with
the Coastal Georgia Area
Community Action Author-
ity, Inc. who will vet those

The Brunswick City Com-
mission had a brief agenda
last week (Wednesday, Jan.
18) with most of the discus-
sion taken up with the Com-
prehensive Plan. This meeting
was the first public hearing
to announce the Comp Plan
update.

However, the commission

applying for the funds.

Tres Hamilton, Executive
Director for the Action Au-
thority, told the commission
their mission was to move
families to self sufficiency.

“Case management is very
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IPC approves
housing site
plan for Sea

Island workers
By Pamela Permar-
Shierling

Last week (Tuesday, Jan.
17) Glynn County’s Island
Planning Commission (IPC)
approved a four story, 84 unit
multi family housing site plan
for the Sea Island Company.

The parcel is part of the
Old Stables tract Planned
Development (PD) District
approved by the Glynn Coun-
ty Board of Commission-
ers (BOC) in January 2003.
The PD was replaced entirely
in August 2008 and amended
January 2009, February 2009
and May 2010.

The original tract was al-
most 30 acres with 650 ft.
fronting on Frederica Road
and 2,000 ft. fronting along
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JIA seeks state
funding for
Public Safety

Complex

By Pamela Permar-
Shierling

Due to rising construc-
tion costs, the Jekyll Island
Authority (JIA) will have to
spend an estimated $1.5 mil-
lion more than budgeted to
build the island’s new Public
Safety Complex on Shell Road.

During their January 17
meeting Jones Hooks, Execu-
tive Director of the JIA told the
board that earlier in January
he met with various members
of Georgia’s General Assembly
as well as the chairs of the ap-
propriations committees.

Hooks said one of the op-
tions was to ask the state
for the money or to find the
money in the JIA budget and
stretch it over two fiscal years
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Comprehensive Plan
Continued from Page 1

to be done and the first thing is to set
up the stakeholders committee.”

The CRC gave County Manager Bill
Fallon a list of 15 local positions and
organizations that they recommended
be represented on the stakeholders
committee.

The list and the appointees included:

e Jekyll Island Authority - Jones
Hooks

e Economic Development Authority
- Bill Austin

e Golden Isles Assoc. of Realtors -
Erin Vaughn

¢ Forward Brunswick - Lance Sabbe

e Brunswick Area Transportation
Study - County Commissioner Walter
Rafolski (At Large #2)

¢ Brunswick / Glynn Joint Wa-
ter and Sewer Commission - Andrew
Burroughs

¢ Island Planning Commission -
Robert Ussery

e Mainland Planning Commission -
Sherrye Gibbs

¢ Glynn Environmental Coalition -
Tony Robinson

o Weyerhaeuser Company - Ken
Durand

Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce
- Ralph Staffins

e Representative of Local Agricul-
tural Interests - Sam McPherson

¢ Georgia Ports Authority - Jamie
McCurry and

¢ Glynn County Board of Education
- Eaddy Sams.

At the suggestion of County Com-
missioner Allen Booker (Dist. 5), the
BOC added four more members. They
included:

e Community First - Darren West

e Community First - Lericia Harris

e Glynn County Resident - George
Ragsdale and

¢ Glynn County Resident - Josiah
Watts.

This group of stakeholder commit-
tee members was approved by the BOC
during their regular meeting Thurs-
day, Jan. 19.

Making the presentation at Tues-
day’s work session, CRC GIS Analyst
Kellett said zoning policies will be
based on the comp plan and it allows

local officials, developers and residents
the opportunity to plan for the future.

“There will be a lot of opportunity
for input,” said Kellett, “The CRC does
not decide what is in the plan, you do.”

According to Kellett, the comp plan
takes input from a variety of commu-
nity sources to synthesize a plan that
is both agreeable and achievable in the
actions and strategies proposed.

The first public hearing on the comp
plan was held during last week’s work
session.

The rest of the CRC’s time line is as
follows:

e February - a public survey will
be released and the first stakeholder
meeting will be held;

e March - the second stakeholder
meeting and a public listening session
will be held;

e April - a third stakeholder meet-
ing and a second public listening ses-
sion will be held;

e May - a fourth stakeholder
meeting;

e June - a third public listening
session;

e July - a draft of the comp plan will
be completed for review;

e August - a fourth and fifth public
listening session will be held, along
with a second public hearing; the draft
will also be submitted to the DCA for
their 40-day review process;

e September - DCA review process
is over;

e QOctober - the plan will be adopted
by the Glynn BOC and forwarded to
the DCA with a resolution of adoption.

First public hearing

Several people attended the public
hearing and spoke on the comp plan
during the work session on Tuesday.

Julian Smith’s comments were pri-
marily criticisms about individual por-
tions of the CRC’s presentation.

For example, he quoted a part of the
presentation that said, “the plan paints
a picture of community desires.” Smith
said, “I have no idea what a picture of
community desires looks like.”

Citing another quote from the pre-
sentation that said, “the plan takes in-
put from a variety of community sourc-
es to synthesize a plan that is both
agreeable and achievable in the ac-
tions and strategies proposed,” Smith’s

response was that he suspected the
plan would be agreeable to the county
commissioners.

Citing this comment from the pre-
sentation’s summary, “This plan will
provide the community with a unique
opportunity to shape the direction of
Glynn County and ensure the future
is that of sustainable and responsible
growth,” Smith said, “I doubt the CRC
can do anything that ensures the fu-
ture of the county.”

Commission chairman Wayne Neal
(Dist. 4) asked Burns if he wanted to
respond to Smith’s comments.

Burns said he had spoken to Smith
about the process they planned to
use for the comp plan. “We will make
sure that all public comments are rec-
ognized and included in the process,
whether they are in person or online,”
said Burns.

Burns also stressed that the time
line for the comp plan is “extremely
tight” and urged people to use the on-
line contact for their comments.

Responding to a question from Neal,
Planning Manager Stefanie Leif said
the CRC contact information was in-
cluded on the county website.

Tavel Cowan, the Executive Direc-
tor of the non-profit Bike Walk Golden
Isles, spoke next and asked the BOC to
include a stand alone master bike trail
plan for the county in the comp plan.

Saying it would be for recreation
and transportation, the woman said it
would be a complex plan and a valu-
able asset to the county when it was
done.

Reminding the group Glynn is part
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of the East Coast Greenway between
Maine and Miami, she cited towns like
Athens, Savannah and Macon as hav-
ing bike trails. She noted that Glynn
has not participated in the Greenway
like other counties.

She said her organization had sup-
port from the Golden Isles Track Club
and Forward Brunswick.

Bike Walk Golden Isles is a fairly
new organization that works to make
the local communities safer and friend-
lier for people who walk, bike, and roll.

Note: A Bike / Multi Purpose Trail
study for Glynn County was done in
June 2016, and it can be found on the
Glynn County website.

Coastal Hazards Specialist Jennifer
Kline with the Georgia Department
of Natural Resources, told the BOC
that in 2018 the BOC, along with the
Brunswick City Commission and the
Jekyll Island Authority adopted a di-
saster recovery and redevelopment
plan. The plan included action items on
sea level rise and shore line protection,
and management steps that need to be
part of the BOC’s comp plan.

She said the comp plan and the
county’s hazard mitigation plan make
the county eligible for FEMA and state
funds.

The last to speak was Josiah Watts
who talked about maintaining cultural
and historic integrity of various areas
of the county.

He also said the stakeholder com-
mittee needed to be inclusive of all
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aspects of the community and suggest-
ed adding more members.

“Your choices are only as good as
what is in front of you,” said Watts,
“You need a wide array of options and
we'd like all to be included.”

He was included as a member of the
stakeholder committee.

After the public hearing ended, Book-
er mentioned that he had submitted a

few names for the committee.

Fallon said he had the recommen-
dations from the CRC and would add
Booker’s suggestions and present it to
the BOC on Thursday night.

Neal asked Burns if there were a
number of members that would be too
large for the committee to be efficient.

Burns said all that was the BOC’s
choice. “I gave you a list of 15 positions,
you can go up or down from that. We
have 39 people on our CRC board, but
that many would be too large for this
comp plan.”

City Commission
Continued from Page 1

important,” Hamilton said.”We assess
the entire household and household
members are case managed for six
months to a year.”

Commissioner Julie Martin asked
Hamilton to make sure the money only
went to city residents since the county is
not participating in the program.

The city commission approved the
agreement with the Action Authority
which is for a year.

In other business:

e John Hunter, Planning, Zoning,
Building, and Codes Director, outlined
the upcoming Comp Plan process for the
commission.

January: The city’s Planning and
Appeals Committee (PAC) will be es-
tablished as the Comp Plan Steering
Committee.

February: the city commission will
appoint a stakeholder committee based
on PAC recommendations and the
stakeholder committee will hold its first
meeting.

March, April, May: the update pro-
cess will be ongoing by the steering com-
mittee. Staff will complete all updates
and provide city commission with peri-
odic updates.

June and July: Public engagement
and input during meetings and listening
sessions. Synopsis of public input will be
prepared and reviewed with stakehold-
ers for input into the Comp Plan.

August 30: Complete final draft for
city commission review prior to submis-
sion to CRC (Coastal Regional Commis-
sion) for approval. A second public hear-
ing will be held prior to submission to
the CRC.

By October 30: City commission will
adopt the Comp Plan.

Financial
Focus

Reported by Ginny Johnson

The IRS won't
call to demand
you make an
immediate pay-
ment through

Watch out for tax sea-
son scams

It's that time of year when we
do our taxes — but it's also the
same time that tax scammers go
to work. What scams should you
watch for — and how can you
avoid being victimized?

Sadly, the list of scams is pretty
long, including demands for pay-
ment or requests for “additional
information” pertaining to your tax
refund, in which the sender asks
for your Social Security number
and other personal information.
These scam emails can look quite
official, often incorporating the
IRS logo. You might also receive
scam text messages containing
bogus links claiming to be the
IRS website or an online “tool”
that can help process your refund
faster.

But keep these points in mind:

The IRS generally won't contact
you by phone and won’t contact
you by email, text messages or
social media channels to ask for
personal or financial information.
The IRS begins most corre-
spondence to taxpayers through
regular mail delivered by the U.S.
Postal Service.

a prepaid debit card or wire
transfer. If you owe taxes, the IRS
generally will mail you a bill. And
the IRS won't threaten to bring in
the police or another law enforce-
ment group to arrest you for not
paying your taxes.

In general, be extremely skepti-
cal about any type of communica-
tion purporting to be from the IRS
that sounds bullying or over-
inquisitive — and certainly don't
give out any personal or financial
information. But these fake mes-
sages aren't the only tax-season
scams out there. You might even
receive a direct deposit from what
appears to be the U.S. Treasury
Department — but if you weren’t
expecting it, something’s likely
not right. This payment could be
a sign that a fraudulent tax return
was filed in your name, and it
might be followed by a communi-
cation from a supposed IRS agent
requesting this overpayment be
sent to them. If this happens to
you, you'll want to contact the
IRS right away, and you could
also ask your bank to return the
deposit to the government.

Other scams don’t claim to
originate directly from the IRS,

as scammers pretend to be from
real or imaginary tax organiza-
tions. For example, you could get
a message from the Taxpayer
Advocate Service, an indepen-
dent organization within the IRS,
but this agency won't contact

you without a legitimate reason.
Or you could receive a message
from the nonexistent “Bureau

of Tax Enforcement.” Your best
bet is to delete these messages
immediately or send them to your
spam folder.

Not all tax season scams
originate from fraudulent IRS
representatives or fake agencies.
You also need to be careful about
whom you hire to prepare your
taxes. If possible, get a recom-
mendation from a trusted friend or
family member. And keep in mind
that a legitimate tax preparer
must have a valid Preparer Tax
Identification Number and must
sign your tax return. If someone
doesn’t have this number or is re-
luctant to sign your return, it may
well be a sign that this individual
is a “ghost preparer” who only
wants to pocket your fee.

Tax scammers are, unfortunate-
ly, here to stay — but remaining
vigilant can help you keep them
from causing problems for you in
this tax season and all the ones in
the future.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones. Member SIPC.

CLASSIFIED ADS

or mail to P.O. Box 20539 St. Simons Island, Ga. 31522

Visa and Mastercard accepted

Run your classified ad In 124+ Gecrgla newspapers
reaching over 1 millioa readers for anly $350

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR

TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of

write off for your taxes.
Running or not! Al
conditions accepted. Free
pickup. Call for details.
866-994-1146.

We don't knowingly accept advertisements
that discriminate, or intend to discriminate, on
any illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly accept
employment advertisements that are not bona-
fide job offers. All real estate advertisements
are subject to the fair housing act and we do
not accept advertising that is in violation of the
law. The law prohibits discrimination based on
color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 1/22/23

CELLULAR

Switch and save up to $250/year on your
talk, text and data. No contract and no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and text with
flexible data plans. Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer
service. Limited time offer — get $50 off on
any new account. Use code GIFT50. For
more information, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTHCARE

Caring for an aging loved one?
Wondering about options like senior-living
communities and in-home care? Caring.
com’s Family Advisors are here to help
take the guesswork out of senior care for
you and your family. Call for your FREE,
no-obligation consultation: 1-844-651-1231

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May

Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
888-670-0481

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WANTED 10 HOMES needing Roofs,
Siding or Windows. We are opening
alocal branch and will be using

these homes for advertising. SAVE
HUNDREDS! Financing available. 800-
664-4856

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on SALE!
Be one of the first 50 callers and save
$1,500! CALL 833-928-4865 for a free
in-home consultation.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. PLUS 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-735-0477.

Prepare for power outages today with a
GENERAC home standby generator

$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote * Call

now before the next power outage: 1-877-

318-8496

PROBLEM CREDIT
REPORT? Lexington Law helps work
to challenge inaccurate negative items
including: identity theft, collections, late
payments, liens, and more from your
credit report. Call for a free consultation
877-324-2388. John C. Heath, Attorney at
Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm.

PETS

Use Happy Jack® Seal N Heal® on
dogs, cats & horses to close wounds
with a bitter taste. Allow healing. At better
Farm & Hardware Stores. (Distributed by
Florida Hardware (800)-793-0926)

TV/INTERNET

FREE high speed internet for those
that qualify. Government program for
recipients of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-833-342-4633

DISH Network. $64.99 For 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get

a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-866-369-1468

Get DIRECTV for $64.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Save
an additional $120 over 1st year. First
3 months of HBO Max, Cinemax,
Showtime, Starz and Epix included!
Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction
(JD Power & Assoc.) Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-888-505-3785

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-917-3436

WANTED

TOP CAS$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbaker, Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg and Gibson Mandolins/
Banjos. Call 866-398-1867.

PAYING TOP CAS$H for MEN'S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 866-
398-1867.
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YOUNCE TERMINIX, INC.

Locally Owned and Operated -+ Serving The Golden Isles Since 1960

- Rodent Control and Exclusion
- Wildlife Control

« Moisture Control - z
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é

\

« GUARANTEED Monthly, Quarterly, or Once-A-Year Pest Control
- Georgia Wood Infestation Report for Refinancing and Sale of Property
- Termite Control with Renewable LIFETIME Protection

Call 265-1318
2305 Talmadge Avenue - P.O. Box 963 - Brunswick, GA 31521-0963

Finduson
Facebook
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