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Glynn will be site of state's first Superfund Research Center in
wake of blood study
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Georgia's only manatee fence stretches across the upper end of the new outfall canal in August 2025 at the former Hercules
chemical plant, an EPA Superfund environmental cleanup site.
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Glynn County will be the site of the first federally funded Superfund Research Center in Georgia, thanks
to a grant from the National Institutes of Environmental Health that will fund projects from major state

research universities.
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Healthy Coastal Neighborhoods, a coalition of community members and researchers working to foster
healthy neighborhoods, announced Wednesday morning that Emory University received $15 million
over five years through the institute’s Superfund Research Program to study industrial contamination in

the Golden Isles and its impacts on human and environmental health.

“The new Superfund Research Center will not be a physical building, but will be a series of collaborative
and targeted investigations into environmental contaminations in Glynn County,” said Dana Barr, an
Emory professor who was one of the leads in a 2023 study that examined levels of industrial

contamination in local people’s blood.

Glynn County is home to four active federal Superfund environmental cleanup sites as designated as

needing cleanup by the Environmental Protection Agency. There are 24 superfund sites in Georgia.

"By combining cutting-edge exposure science and health research with direct community partnerships,
the center will translate complex environmental data into practical information that can support
healthier decisions for families, clinicians and policymakers," Barr said. "It can provide a model for
addressing environmental contamination and protecting public health in vulnerable communities

nationwide."

Barr, who will serve as director of the Superfund Research Center, and other researchers from the
Rollins School of Public Health at Emory came to Glynn County to examine whether legacy pollution
from various former industrial sites was in the bodies of local residents. Out of 100 residents, 40% of
them had higher concentrations of toxins associated with the now-closed LCP Chemicals plant in their

blood than 95% of Americans.

Another 20% of the participants had higher concentrations than 95% of the American population of a

second chemical used at the former Hercules facility in Brunswick.

The preliminary findings of the study launched a local effort to call for more funding and an expanded
study. Even U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter, R-St. Simons Island, wrote a letter requesting funding for the

research center.

Research projects will include an exposure and health study to evaluate possible links between
toxicants and metabolic diseases like stroke, heart disease and diabetes, a lab-based toxicology study

that could help agencies regulate sites contaminated with toxaphene, a study that will test soil and



water around the county to look for pathways to human exposure, a modeling study of the impact that
floods and storms may have on transporting toxicants, and an evaluation of low-impact Superfund site

remediation in marshes and tidal creeks.

"The issue of industrial contamination is inherently complex, and this Superfund Center represents a
unique opportunity to address it from multiple angles," said No Scovronick, professor of environmental

science at Emory's Rollins School.

He will serve as deputy director of the Superfund Research Center.

"Just as important, the center is designed to support community-led efforts to raise awareness and
reduce exposures,' Scovronick said. "By bringing these elements together, we aim to generate

actionable knowledge and help answer questions that residents have been asking for decades."

The research will be conducted by scientists from Emory, Morehouse School of Medicine, the University

of Georgia, Georgia Tech, Spelman College and Texas Tech University.

After hearing the results of the initial study, a coalition of community members and researchers formed
to ask more questions about how the exposure might affect their health, how long the chemicals stay in

the environment and what resources they can access to avoid exposure.

“Facilities like the former LCP Chemicals site and Hercules Incorporated have long histories tied to
contaminants such as mercury and other industrial byproducts. Exposure isn’'t always uniform,’
Brunswick resident Michael Staley said. “Some residents may have higher levels depending on their
proximity, diet (like local seafood), or their occupation. | hope this gives our neighbors a clearer
understanding about how our communities are affected by environmental contamination, because
often regular people feel uncertain and overlooked. | feel like a comprehensive study shows

commitment to understanding and addressing our concerns with real data.”

For people like William Lewis Jr., who lives near the fenceline of the former Hercules/Pinova industrial
site in Brunswick, the news of the research center shows him that more testing can be done and that he

caninvolved in the process of the study.

“| feel they need to come back and make sure that everybody in our neighborhood knows they are going
to be doing research so that everybody will have the chance to come out and get tested and see what'’s

in their bodies,” Williams said. “I’'m sorry that I’'m not more involved in my community, but me and my



wife are going to start getting involved and coming to meetings so that we can see what’s going on in our

neighborhood and help make a difference.”
A community meeting that is open to the public will be at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, June 24 at Howard

Coffin Park where Healthy Coastal Neighborhoods and Emory Scientists will share more details about

the center.
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